Think About Why You Think What You Think
     “Power is typically equated with domination and control over people or things. Social institutions depend on this version of power to reproduce hierarchies of race, class, and gender.”  ~ Margaret Andersen   
It's Rhetorical
What common purpose could unite the nation today?
The Prompt
In 2020, a year defined by a global pandemic, a highly contentious election, nationwide protests,and issues of race and racism is reaching a crescendo. Rarely in history has the United States been as deeply divided as it is today. Historically, the most notable crises were the American Revolution and the Civil War, and a third took place from 1929 through 1945, as the nation was threatened by economic collapse and foreign war (WWII). For 246 years the legal enslavement of free Africans sustained the American economy. Slavery would continue for over another 150 years, leading up to the Civil War when it was finally abolished. Yet, in a recent interview, Mitch McConnell said 1619 did not qualify as a significant date in American history. Today, there appears to be no common purpose, no common ground, and no legacy of recent achievements upon which to build. Cancel culture is making a strong comeback, and critical race theory (CRT), a concept that seeks to understand and address inequality and racism in the US, is under attack. It seems that much of the old political order has collapsed, and, regarding the way forward, the two parties, the Democrats and Republicans, live in two very different mental universes. Unfortunately, the only real point of agreement between the two political parties is the near universal sentiment that partisanship has only gotten worse.  The partisan divide over the legacy and direction of the country as a whole, has transcended all other demographic lines, and social media is contributing to the divide. 
The Instructions
1. View the MSNBC segment on "How Americans view events through a partisan lens" here. 
2. Referencing the reading, the video and other resources, discuss your observations and / or concerns about the challenges of an interventionist approach to America's current crises.
3. Do you think it is even possible to reach a shared reality and common ground with a partisan American population that is so deeply divided around, among others, the issues of race, class, gender etc.? How? Why? Why not?
Your Response
1. For this assignment, your response should be a minimum of two complete and thorough paragraphs.
2. Reference your sources in your reply.
3. The assignment due date is Sunday, May 9, 2021 at 11:59 pm

